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I am delighted this morning to welcome three leaders of global arms control and disarmament regimes for all three classes of weapons of mass destruction – nuclear, chemical, and biological.

· Ambassador Rogelio Pfirter, Director-General of the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons, in The Hague.

· Ambassador Tibor Toth, Executive Secretary of the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty Organization, in Vienna.  And,

· Richard Lennane, Head of the Implementation Support Unit of the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention, in Geneva.

Weapons of mass destruction – weapons with massive and unpredictable killing potential which attack both civilian and military targets alike – have burdened our world for centuries.  However, the last century witnessed the use of these weapons in two world wars, in regional wars, and most lately by terrorist organizations, in ways that well demonstrated their indiscriminate killing efficiency.  The use of chlorine and other gases in World War I, the dropping of the nuclear bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki in World War II, and the recent anthrax attack in the United States all demonstrated that these weapons do not belong in a secure and peaceful world.
So I am most pleased to be able to include discussion of the dangers and risks involved with nuclear, chemical, and biological weapons in our World Congress here in Istanbul, and to hear what these three representatives recommend for the control and eventual elimination of these dangerous weapons.  I would also like to thank Global Green USA and Green Cross International for organizing such an important plenary
A healthy world is a world which is not threatened by massive and sudden casualties and deaths.  A healthy world is therefore one without weapons of mass destruction.  And such a world must be able to verify that these weapons have been eliminated – not developed, tested, or deployed to threaten human beings.  These three arms control and disarmament regimes for nuclear, chemical, and biological weapons, including their verification and inspection regimes, are therefore a central part of building both a peaceful and a healthy world for us all.

I welcome you here, and very much look forward to this plenary session, as well as to our follow-on parallel session this afternoon.  And we in the public health community also look forward to working more closely with you all to build our safe, secure, and healthy world together.

