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*note:

This presentation represents an initial analysis of 
the Draft 2010 California Green Building Standards 
Code conducted by Global Green USA. The 
analysis is designed to provide a thematic 
comparison between the Code and two 
commonly used third party rating systems. The 
prerequisite and point values should not be 
considered final values, but rather used as a 
general guide. Elective measures associated with 
Tiers 1 and 2 are not factored into the points 
analysis. Global Green welcomes comments and 
collaboration aimed at further refining the analysis.
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SECTIONS
Planning & Design

site, preservation, deconstruction, development

Energy Efficiency
performance, prescriptive, renewable energy, equipment, 
framing

Water Efficiency & Conservation
indoor, outdoor

Material Conservation & Resource Efficiency
efficient framing, material sources, durability, weather 
resistance, moisture management, C&D waste reduction, life 
cycle assessment

Environmental Quality
fireplaces, pollutant control, indoor moisture, radon, air 
quality, comfort

California 
Green 
Building 
Code

01.01.2011



20% indoor water reduction (SEC 5.303.2 / 5.303.4)

Bicycle parking & changing (SEC 5.106.4)

Commissioning (≥10,000 sf) (SEC 5.410.2)

50% C&D Diversion rate (SEC 5.408.3)

CFC/Halon prohibition (SEC 5.508.1 / 5.508.2)

Recycling location in plans (SEC 5.410.1)

Low VOC materials (SEC 5.504.1-6)
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VOLUNTARY TIER  1

VOLUNTARY TIER  2



20% indoor water reduction (SEC 5.303.2 / 5.303.4)

Bicycle parking & changing (SEC 5.106.4)

Commissioning (≥10,000 sf) (SEC 5.410.2)

50% C&D Diversion rate (SEC 5.408.3)

CFC/Halon prohibition (SEC 5.508.1 / 5.508.2)

Recycling location in plans (SEC 5.410.1)

Low VOC materials (SEC 5.504.1-6)
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20% indoor water reduction (SEC 5.303.2 / 5.303.4)

Bicycle parking & changing (SEC 5.106.4)

Commissioning (≥10,000 sf) (SEC 5.410.2)

50% C&D Diversion rate (SEC 5.408.3)

CFC/Halon prohibition (SEC 5.508.1 / 5.508.2)

Recycling location in plans (SEC 5.410.1)

Low VOC materials (SEC 5.504.1-6)
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20% indoor water reduction (SEC 5.303.2 / 5.303.4)

Bicycle parking & changing (SEC 5.106.4)

Commissioning (≥10,000 sf) (SEC 5.410.2)

50% C&D Diversion rate (SEC 5.408.3)

CFC/Halon prohibition (SEC 5.508.1 / 5.508.2)

Recycling location in plans (SEC 5.410.1)

Low VOC materials (SEC 5.504.1-6)
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MANDATORY
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VOLUNTARY TIER  2



Storm water drainage during construction
20% indoor water reduction (SEC 4.303.1 / 4.303.2)

Irrigation controllers required (SEC 4.304.1)

50% C&D Diversion (SEC 4.401.1)

Operator Maintenance Manual (SEC 4.410.1)

Duct covering in construction (SEC 4.504.1)

CFC/Halon prohibition (SEC 5.508.1 / 5.508.2)

Energy Star bathroom exhaust fans (SEC 4.506.1)

HVAC per ACCA J, D & S (SEC 5.507.2)

Low VOC materials (SEC 5.504.1-6)
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Storm water drainage during construction
20% indoor water reduction (SEC 4.303.1 / 4.303.2)

Irrigation controllers required (SEC 4.304.1)

50% C&D Diversion (SEC 4.401.1)

Operator Maintenance Manual (SEC 4.410.1)

Duct covering in construction (SEC 4.504.1)

CFC/Halon prohibition (SEC 5.508.1 / 5.508.2)

Energy Star bathroom exhaust fans (SEC 4.506.1)

HVAC per ACCA J, D & S (SEC 5.507.2)

Low VOC materials (SEC 5.504.1-6)
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Storm water drainage during construction
20% indoor water reduction (SEC 4.303.1 / 4.303.2)

Irrigation controllers required (SEC 4.304.1)

50% C&D Diversion (SEC 4.401.1)

Operator Maintenance Manual (SEC 4.410.1)

Duct covering in construction (SEC 4.504.1)

CFC/Halon prohibition (SEC 5.508.1 / 5.508.2)

Energy Star bathroom exhaust fans (SEC 4.506.1)

HVAC per ACCA J, D & S (SEC 5.507.2)

Low VOC materials (SEC 5.504.1-6)

California 
Green 
Building 
Code

01.01.2011

NONRESIDENTIAL

RESIDENTIAL

MANDATORY

VOLUNTARY TIER  1

VOLUNTARY TIER  2



Exceed T-24 by 15%
10% fuel efficient vehicle parking (SEC A5.106.5.1)

Cool roofs (SEC A5.106.11.2)

30% Indoor water savings (SEC A5.303.2.1)

40% Outdoor water savings (SEC A5.304.1)

Recycled Content Value of 15% (SEC A5.405.4)

65% C&D waste diversion (SEC A5.408.3.1)

80% of hard floors Low VOC (SEC A5.504.4.7)

Low VOC insulation (SEC A5.504.4.8)

PLUS 5 electives (planning, water, materials, EQ)
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Exceed T-24 by 30%
12% fuel efficient vehicle parking (SEC A5.106.5.1)

Cool roofs (SEC A5.106.11.2)

40% Indoor water savings (SEC A5.303.2.2)

45% Outdoor water savings (SEC A5.304.2)

Recycled Content Value of 15% (SEC A5.405.4)

80% C&D waste diversion (SEC A5.408.3.1)

90% of hard floors Low VOC (SEC A5.504.4.7)

Low VOC insulation (SEC A5.504.4.8)

PLUS 15 electives (planning, water, materials, EQ)

California 
Green 
Building 
Code

01.01.2011

NONRESIDENTIAL

RESIDENTIAL

MANDATORY

VOLUNTARY TIER  1

VOLUNTARY TIER  2



Topsoil protection, 20% permeable paving, 
cool roofs
Exceed T-24 by 15%
35% outdoor water savings, low flow kitchen 
sink
20% cement reduction, 10% recycled 
content, 65% C&D waste diversion
80% resilient floor requirements, low-VOC 
insulation 
PLUS 10 electives

California 
Green 
Building 
Code

01.01.2011

NONRESIDENTIAL

RESIDENTIAL

MANDATORY

VOLUNTARY TIER  1

VOLUNTARY TIER  2



Topsoil protection, 30% permeable paving, 
cool roofs
Exceed T-24 by 30%
40% outdoor water savings, low flow kitchen 
sink, dishwasher requirements
25% cement reduction, 15% recycled 
content, 75% C&D waste diversion
90% resilient floor requirements, low-VOC 
insulation
PLUS 17 electives
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MANDATORY TIER I TIER 2

NON-
RESIDENTIAL

LEED

4 of 8 prereqs

~15 pts

not certified

LEED

5 of 8 prereqs

~30 pts

not certified 

LEED

5 of 8 prereqs

~40 pts

~certified

RESIDENTIAL
GPR

1 of 3 prereqs

~30 points

GPR

2 of 3 prereqs

~70 points

GPR

2 of 3 prereqs

~100 points
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